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Lookmg Over ““The Traffic,” the Astounding White Slave Play
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past and daclare that forever after she
will ba happy and good.
That's where the lesson comes in.

tha play firast As long as the pl.u-
measured up what I expected to find In

n thenter 1 was willing that the author o 4

should !mpart as many moral lessens |the girl was permitied to fall into the
as mhe could arms of the weak faced young man
And there ia a satrong moral lesson in | who steps heroically forward to save

her after she has bean permitted by so-
clety to quaff the cup of bitterness to
the dregs, then {ndecd would the moral
effects of “The Traffic® be unspeak-
ably bad,

It would leave the !mpression that a
gir! might be a danizen of the segre-
gated district and look forward to an
honorable marriage and a life of hap-
piness. This wouldn't be true to life
Through ths wonderful work that s
carried on by warious assoclations of
noble women a girl Is now and then
rescued from this awful maelstrom of
vice.

But such cases aré exceptions and
not the rule., And those that are saved

Those critics who have
declared that the play is merely a piti-
less presentation of horrible facts and
leaves no lexson at all must have
iferent idea fromm what I have of
conatitutes a moral lesson. I
the author and the producers of
TraMeoe™ have clung to the moral
of tha play when they might
counted on producing a much
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People will geneérally forgive avery-
thing elsa in & book or a play If they
enn only have the happy ending, But
hile the ending of “The Traffic” is not
i true "The Tramc™ Is
written so unflinchingly, almost ecold
bioodedly, true to !'fa that to redeem
the woman of the plece and marry her

pening or by A fairy story princa. The
fact in that a person who treads the
road traveled by Agnes In “The TraMe™
is, generally speaking, lost abzolutely
and utterly. Even the fact that Agnea

off to a nica but mushy young man
ould ba nothing short of A erime. It [dld not take this path Intentlomally;
would at once condemn all that had [that she got Into it through love for
gone before as cheap claptrap. her siek sister and was duped and
But the woman of “The TrafMc" after | trapped by a scoundrel, makes no dif-
cehe has been entrapped Into a life of | ference,

No matter whether a person goes Into
this life willingly or unwiliingly, wit-
Itngly or unwittingly, the result {s the

shame and held in bondage in “a house" |
ind then kills her seducer and is freed |
by a jury, does not renounce ber black

are not rescusd Ly any fortultous khap- |

same. This s one of the lessons, prob-
ably the big lesson, of “"The Trafle"—
that sim is sin and that punishment) that it takes hold with such an lron

cannot btsavoided

Althougk the sympathetie jury freed
Agnes whan shs was tried for the mur-
der of the man who had Adragged her
down Into the mire, still there was one
perscn from whom she could get no
pardon—herself. The life she had been
led into had burned its brand upon her.
She was marked indelibly for Iife,
Enppiness only mocksd her; whether
she would or not, she must return to
the depths. It's that way in life, and
“The TraMc™ gives us no deluslons

Perhaps the lesson Miss Marahall
wanted to Impress by the final degra-
dation of Agmes was not only & wWArn-
ing to giris that there !a no golden,
flower decksd path that leads away toi

plagne spots of the city,
step, but before.
All of which shows that for a person
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ONE OF AMUSING SCENES IN “EXCUSE ME"---AT ILLINOIS

| are perfectly logical in thelr origin and
thelr sequence, keep up laughter far

|

wtl the gerolis upon those pages and | «iih the creed of Calvanism. “Bunty”
viame again ino the daylight of the | ™/ mel 2
i I 1 ral ven in who pll']q the strings, is the dauzhler
ther worlds prate raraiy, eve
(\ I r ad .',, th .‘-q otations lnf Tammas Biggar, and presides over
1Hepers, of the autho annota il = =
his household ag the successor o her
e thinly  pencilled i"‘l‘?ﬂll:ll‘ﬂ'll()ll" t ¥ fled hef
j mother who died two years wefore.
d the manuscript marks visible to |
e eharp reader but pot meant for | =—— — — = = |
i Fliers an «normous something

sbout the gleum of the forbidden —the

EMPIRE Theatre

imnily gecreis of the world’'s largest
famil that silences the confidante.
Comes now this amazing woman and DON'T FAIL TO SEE

’ s from the housetops that which an
Sofew have
few can un-

LITTLE LORD ROBERTS

THE SMALLEST COMEDIAN
IN THE WORLD.

has held In silence,

as she knows taat
tand bher, But the voice of Rachael
AMfarshall must take echo and that
«hieh g0 long has been tha secret of !

few shall now be known to the | AND FOUR oTHER ACTS
puititude,
L PHONE R. I. 708
With a record of nine months at the
Galety thea're in New York and hav-| ™~ =
ng every feature which caused it Lo I he BUR I ISI
be hailed as the best farce theatre; | —————

goers had been offered in years, “"Ex-

cuse Me,” the Rupert Hughes' play
wliloeh has the subtitle of “A Pullmant
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dny American life, pluced them ahoard
n Pullman sleeper on an Owvarland
flyar bound from Chicago to the Pip
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er leaving the theater than at the time
is not so remarkable

grip on a subject that has been taboo
among us as for the manner io which

It minimizes nothing, avoids nothing,
but throws back the door and pours the
light into the remotest corners of the
socinl evil., PBut the remarkable thing
is that It does= this—it shocka and hor=-
rifles and fairly numba nus with what It
portrays, yet In no {natance is theres a
;ﬂolanon of propriety and good taste.
That is the wonder of the thing.
that {# why plays dealing with a simi~
lar theme to “The Traffic” have had to
be withdrawn by order of the police or
bave falled because people do not wish
to risk contamination by going to ssa
deals with the
sunshine and the heighta from the|gravest socinl problem we have and
but aiso that:dea.]s with it in a stronger, more Ag-
the time for socisty to start saving its | gmsaive and absolutely unblenching
giris is not after they bhave taken the { way than any other play has exhibited
and vet It does not offend good taste.

Juet why can hardly bs explalned
who dislikes preachipg and propaganda | That ls whera the skill of the play-
the author of "Theiwrlghts and producers came in, For
me to!ons thing, the awful incidents In “The
take quite a dose, but I repeat that it | Traffic” happen off stage, and they are
only suggested to the audlence, and yet
fic* first and foremost had not been a | so powerfully is thls suggestion given
It was so good as a play that |that the effect on the audience is much
interested and then |stronger than the actual stage repra=-
incident would be.
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Thie will be a GellQuot, so Get Scats Early.

Prices—aMzat. 25c teo §$1.00. Night, Z5c to $1.50.
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ILLINOIS THEATRE
Monday Night Only, Mar. 9

Now the
LAUGH

Is Up to
YOu!

EXCUSE
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to Reno.
pany of comedians,
Special Prices: 26¢c to §1.
Seat Sale Saturday.

Happy Hilarity and Rollicking Romance in a Ride by Rail
To be presented with an incomparable com.
Original New York production.
Boxes $1,50. i

Mail Orders Now,



